
ChampionsWhoMadeSportingHistory
Achievements in Tennis
.T*" Outstanding Features
Feats of William Johnston in Winning National Championship

and Defeating Williams and McLoughlin Leading Sport-
"]£_ 'nS Events.Miss Bjurstedt's Clean Sweep.
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This year the V. C. of the Bportlng world must go to the athletes who wield

the tennis racquet Another year has gone into the discard In the world of
sport and as one looks back he can Bee nothing tn the vlstn of past events to
outshine what was done on the tennis courts. To !>c sure, many records were
made here and there In Tarlous pastimes, but there was nothing to stand ont
like the achievements on the courts. What was done with the racquet wns the
most notable thing of the season that has Just passed Into history. Any sport¬
ing Solomon who desires to pass Judgment on the grcntest feat of W15 In sport
should have more trouble than the original Justice who made the award on
the baby in the days of Biblical times. There were two things that really
stood ont in the sporting events of this country. One was accomplished by a
woman, the other by a man. nnd It is a toss-up as to Just which was the better.

Possibly the activities of Miss Molla BJurstedt were the outstanding fent-
nres of tho sporting season which has Just gone by. She did something (lint
no one has ever done before. William SI. Johnston nlso accomplished something
that looked almost impossible. StHl the girl from Norway performed on the
courts In a wny that will be long remembered.

Another thing that startled those who follow sports was the arrival of an-
other new champion on the courts in the person of William M. Johnston, of
California. Ills victory in the national championships was fully as sensational
as that of Miss BJurstedt In the three events In which she was the winner.
.Old timers who can go back to the days of Malcolm Whitman and William A.
learned never saw anything better than what this young, slim athlete from the
Pacific Coast did. He was not what might be called a rank outsider, but there
were few who thought that he would have any sort of a chance against playersof the stamp of Maurice McLoughlin. "Dick" Williams or Karl Bohr. He
was not even thought '.( as a possible title winner. Early lit the season lie had
been beaten and he had never shown anything that \tould .lend any sound
minded person to believe that he would be able to top all the players of the
year; yet he did more In winning the national championship than any other title
holder ever did. George Wrenn, the president of the association, nnd one of
the top notchcrs for a good many years, was one of the many to say that John¬
ston won his championship by surmounting greater obstacles than any other
previous title holder.

While some new champions were crowned, several of the good old stand-
bys still kept on the crest of prosperity. For Instance, Prank Kramer, the
perennial bicycle champion, once more retained his laurels nnd for the fif¬
teenth time was acclaimed the champion pedal pusher of the country. Then
there whb Alfredo De Oro at three cushions. Although George Moore won the
big tournament in Chicago and William B. Iluey luter took the title from him.
as the year winds up old mnn De Oro, nt fifty-three, is once agnln the cham¬
pion nnd playing better than ever, as evidenced by Ills making a record for 150
points in his last championship match. William P. Hoppe Is another who
seems destined to go on forever. He proved the master jf all at tho bnlkllue
billiard game and appears to be In a class by himself. At the present Uine
there Is nothing on the horizon that threntens his position. In most of the
other sports new champions were crowned, but the old trio, like the brook, go
on forever.
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AUTOMOBILING.
The outstanding feature of the 1915 auto¬

mobile contest season has been the re-
markable growth of speedway racing and
Its attendant crop of new records. Start¬
ing with De Palma's victory in the Inter¬
national Sweepstakes event at Indian*
apolls, on May 31, the drivers have estab.
lished new marks at tho principal meets
of the country, wiffding up with an aver¬

age of 106.39 miles an hour in tho Harkness
Trophy contest, won by Resta at Shecp«-j
head Bay on November 2.
Taking the distance of the contest Into

consideration probably the best perform¬
ance of the year was Anderson's feat In
winn'*\7 the 350 mile Astor Cup race at
8heepshead Bay on October 0, with an

average rate of speed of 102.6 miles an
hour.
Earl Cooper was the champion driver

of the season, with standings baaed on a

point system. Out of five starts in road
contests ho won two firsts, one second
and finished unplaced twice. On the
speedway ho took ono first, two seconds
and two fourths out of six starts. His
teammate, Gil Anderson, finished second
in the rating with one first, ono second
and one fifth place out of four road, starts.
In speedway racing he took one first, one
second, one third and ono sixth place in
four starts.

ATHLETICS.
In athletics in the last year the thing

that stood out above everything else was

the shattering of the one mile record by
Norman S. Tabor. The feat of tho one¬
time Brown University student looks very
good in print, but when one gets right
down to the facts the record does not
really amount to much and should not
have a place on the list of standard
markd. Taber made his record under
conditions that we.a cut and dried. He
was paced all the way and the mark
should be counted merely as an exhibi¬
tion performance. When William G.
George hot his mark ho was running a

race and when John Paul Jones did tho
fastest time on record for an amateur he
was running In a regular race. To put
Taber's record above Jones' would be an
Injustice. The Cornell man had to run
around a big field when he ran the fastest
mile ever by an amateur. Things were
not made to order for him as they wore
for Taber. Just how little Taber's record
amounted to was shown later In tho year
when "Jole" Ray, of the Illinois A.C., de¬
feated tho record maker in tlmo that was
more than ten seconds slower than the
mark that was made to order for Taber.
Because the latter made tho remark¬

able record that he did in the Cambridge
Stadium there are many persona who
think that he stands out as the best ath¬
lete of the year. Possibly ho does, be¬
cause ho beat 4m. 20s. three times in com¬
petition, but Ray, who made 4m. 16 2-5s. id
the Western championships and later on
beat Taber in tho national event, should
come in for a lot of commendation.
One of the odd turns of fate In athletics

finds tho Westerners at the top of the
heap. The Olympic Club, of San Fran¬
cisco, won the honors in the national meet.

f AVIATION.
?
Aviation in this country during the last

year suffered no slump. The chief things
that attracted attention in the aeronautic
world were the distance flights that were
accomplished. Oscar A. Brlndley did what
was probably the best feat of the year
when in a Curtlss flying boat he made 554
miles without passenger inside of tan
hours. Thero were twelve entrants in the
contest for tho Curtlss Marino Flying
Trophy, and several of them covered about
ftv« hundred miles.

BOXING.
Some may think that the year 1915 wo*

a lean one In fistic annals, but op« thing
will make Jt a memorable one and that
was the fact that the heavyweight cham-
pionship once more came back to the white
race. When Jess Willard, the big Kansas
cowboy, knocked out ..Jack" Johnson in
the twenty-sixth round at Havana, the
white folk throughout the country heaved
a sigh of relief. Since Willard won the
championship on April 6 he has not
stepped Into a ring and ho is not becoming
very popular because of his refusal to box
his challengers.
It is doubtful If the championship will

ever go out of tho keeping of the whites
In the future. In many States mixed
bouts are prohibited, and even If they
wero not there are few white fighter's
these days"who care to mingle with their
darker brethren. As far as Willard Is
concerned, he has been hailed ns the
greatest ever. Maybe he is, but it remains
to be seen what he will be able to do when
he gets against men like Moran and Cof¬
fey. Johnson was hot anywhere near his
old self when ho was beaten by Willard.
The latter was Just lucky enough to be the
man who was selected to meet the negro
when he was on the downward path.
Moran or Coffey might .well have done the
same thing.In fact, there are several other
fighters who might have been a victor over
the dusky champion. As things stand now,
though, Willard Is apparently sure of his
crown for some time to come, for the crop
of big fighters Is nothing to brag about.
There are only two other undisputed

titles. "Johnny" Kilbane still clings to
his featherweight laurels through the no
decision route und so doe* "Freddy"
vVelsh in the lightweight class. "Kid" Wlll-
.ams really lost his bantam championship
10 John Ertle last September on a foul, but
there were some suspicious features about
that bout which makes Ertle's claims
rather dubious. In the middleweight divi¬
sion it is hard to tell who is the champion.
Technically MA1" McCoy Is the top notcher,
but every one who goes to boxing bouts
considers him more or less of a Joke.
"Mike" Gibbons is probably the best of his
weight in America, but "Young" Ahearn
also haa to be figured in the running.

BASEBALL.
<e ?
Those interested in baseball financially!

not only lost a lot of money during the;
last season, but their frivolous actions
in the political side of the national pas-i
time caused a blot upon the records which
will take more than peace parleys or
agreements to erase. Not since baseball
was conceived from the boyish game of
"rounders" aoveral decades ago has there
been so much dirty linen exposed as in the
last two seasons, and especially in 1S15.
That the Federal League, which inde¬

pendently tried to undermine and explode
the gigantic organization under control
of the National Commission, failed in its
mission and was forced to pray for mercy
or roason, whichever it might bo called,
is not only a victory for organized baseball,
but for the sport itself, as it tends to clear
the atmosphere, wtalch was becoming
murky and foul from the Incessant con¬
tumelies hurled back and forth by so-
callcd leaders of the different leagues.
Baseball during 1915 can Just as well be

stricken from the archives, as the few
noteworthy happenings of the year were
more than offset by a series of dispar¬
aging events which tended to create dis¬
satisfaction among the patrons of tho
sport. Probably not since the Brother-
hood war were so many "fans" lost to
baseball as was the case last season.
Everywhere one hears, "I quit going tc
tho games because I am not Interested
in court iLctlons and in the owners' wails."
Probably peace pacts will lift all baseball
bans, but it is certain that several sea¬
sons will sail by before the game returns
to its rightful favor amons "Xjliul."

MATPOTID
VIC

Even as the politics of the same blurred
tho eyes of the "funs," so it seemed to do
with the players and the contesting clubs.
Not one of the three leading leagues gave
exhibitions of baseball which could be
classed with that of years gone by. The
National League. In which Philadelphia
won the pennant for the first time in
thirty-two years, was woefully weak. The
pitchers ajid batters, with few exceptions,
were very ordinary and much below the
par considered in major league basebalL
Out of all tho stars press-agented when

the season opened only "Ty" Cobb, of De¬
troit: -Eddie" Collins, of Chicago; Walter
Johnson, of Washington, and Grovcr
Cleveland Alexander, of Philadelphia,lived up to tbolr reputations and gave their
best efforts during the season. Cobb con¬
tinued to outstrip air rivals as a batter and
base runner, his greatest achievement be¬
ing ninety-six stolen sacks during thft sea-1
son.a modern record. Cobb also hit .370
for the year, ocing almost thlrty-flvojpoints ahead of his nearost rival, Collins.
Johnson led tho American pitchers in ef-1ficienoy, although not In games won and!
lost. Alexander was tho stand-by of the
Phillies, his efforts alono practically win¬
ning a pennant for the team, which headed
a sorely disorganized league, "Larry"
Doyle; although sadly off in fielding, ham¬
mered the ball into batting honors In the
National League. ..Benny" .Kauff, of
Brooklyn, led the Federal batters, and the
veteran, "Eddie" Plank, of St. Louis, was
the top pitcher. j

BILLIARDS.
Vi

William F. Hoppe and Alfredo De Orol
are again the respective champions at
balkline and three cushion carrom bill-'
lards.
Hoppe figured In only two important

events during tho year. At Boston, Oc¬
tober 20, 21 and 22, in a three nights' matcn
for the 14.1 balkline championship, he de¬
feated KoJl Yanmda, 1,600 to 1,231. That
victory made him owner of the 14.1 em¬
blem, and, inasmuch as he had previously
acquired ownership of the 18.1 and 15.2
trophies, terminated titular competition at
balkline.
In a handicap tournament at 18.2, held

In New York, November 15 to 23 Inclusive,
playing from scratch, 500 points, he con-
ceded starts of 100 to George button, 125
to Georgo F. Slo&aoh and KoJl Yaxnadu,
17& to Joseph Mayer and 200 to Welker
Cochran and won every game in which
he figured. On November 23, in the final
contest, he beat Welker Cochran 500 to lh
and established a new high run record of
308, which beat his own previous record of
307, made against the late Jacob Schaefer
at Chicago in 1908, by one point.
A three cushion carrom tournament to in¬
troduce a new championship emblem to
replace the Jordan W. Lambert trophy,
which had beconio the personal property
of De Oro, was held In Chicago from
March 6 to 31, Inclusive. Twelve players
competed. John Daly, William B. Huey
and George W. Moore, who each won nine
games and lost two, tied for first, second
and third prizes. Playing off Moore won.
Do Oro, who finished fourth, challenged
Moore, who defeated him in New York
May 17, 18 and 19. Meanwhile Huey
challenged the winner. On September 28,
29 nnd 30, In New York, Huey acquired
the championship. He defeated Moore 150
to 138.
On Octobar 18 ha furfalUtd the

md title to Do Oro, who had again chal¬
lenged. The ijext challenger wan August
Kleckhefer. At Chicago December 2, 3 and
1 by the moat remarkable display of three
cushion execution ever witnessed De Oro
retained the championship. He defeated
Kleckhefer, 150 to 93, scored his total In
145 Innings and on the second night made
30 points In X innings.
The interstate throe cushion champion¬

ship was won by Charles Bills, represent¬
ing Cleveland, lie and August Kleckhefer,
representing Milwaukee, tied. In the play¬
off Ellis was the victor.
Benjamin Allen, of Kansas City, Is the

rccognlzcd professional pocket billiard
champion. Since December 4, 1914, when
he became the owner of the Brunswick-
Balke-Collender emblem by defeating
James Maturo, he has been ready to meet
all comers, but has not been challenged.
The most important billiard event of tho

year was the Class A 18.2 tournament of
the Nntlon&l Association of Amateur Bill¬
iard Players, held at the Union League,
Philadelphia, March 1 to 12. That tourna¬
ment returned Joseph Mayer as national
amateur balkllne champion of the year.
Shortly afterward Mayer became a pro¬
fessional. Consequently there Is now no
Class A amateur balkllne champion.
.e> »

DOGS.
» ~3»

The showing of thoroughbred dogs and
the breeding of them were never more ac¬
tive than in the year gone by. Hundreds
of shows were held throughout the country,
and lu New York city the fancy was so
enthusiastic that three or four shows were
often held In one week. The terrier breeds
appeared to be tha most popular in the
eyes of the judges, for In all the big
shows it was a terrier that won. At West¬
minster Georgo quintard's wirehaired fox
terrier Matford VIc was the winner, and
she duplicated the feat at the Charity
Show In New York city.

FENCING.
*

In contrast to 1914, Western fencers fared
badly in the annual amateur champion¬
ships held in New York late in tho spring.
Not only did all three titles go to Eastern
representatives, but all second and third
places as well. For the first time In the
history of tho championships, as con¬
ducted by the Amateur Fencers' league
of America, an army officer, Lieutenant
O. A. Dickinson, of West Point, won the
lolls championship. Lieutenant Dickinson
had an unusually successful year in foils
competition, fencing through an active
season with scarcely a dcreat charged
against him. Sherman Hall, of the Now
York Athletic Club, atoned for the loss
of his foils title by outfenclng all oppo¬
nents who had qualified from a dozen
divisions throughout tho country for the
sabre championship. The other title, that
of duelling sword champion, went to J. A.
McLaughlin, of the Washington Fencers'
Club, who was runner-up to Lieutenant
Dickinson in tho foils event.

FOOTBALL.
.. ?

Not since tho football doctors began to
dicker with tho rules has there been a
more surprising season than the one which
has Just passed by. When the first meet-
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objact, outside of eliminating the preva¬lent roughness and brutality, was to givethe smaller team* a chanco to compete on
jan even bonis with the bigger ones. This
(object came nearer a realization this sea-
json than in .any othor. The small fry had
a banner year. The most surprising thing
>t all wus to see Yale, once the daddy of
Jl on the gridiron, boaten by teams
.nat .would have been snowed under In
jute olden days. Never in tho history of
jihe sport had Yale been beaten so oftenand so decisively as it was this year. Notonly did the smaller colleges take It out
on tho Blue, but Harvard rolled up the
biggest score ever made against a Yale
team when tho New Haven aggregation
was beaten by a tally of 41 to 0. Prince¬
ton was a disappointment, for early In tho
year it looked llko a winner and every
one connected with the Tlgor thought that
the material was the best over. It failed
in tho big games, though. As far as the
East was concerned there can bo little
question that Cornell was tho best team.
The lthacans went through the season
without a defeat and walloped Harvard's
great machine for the first time on record,
and for the first time in some yeara that
a Harvard team had been beaten.
There was little argument as to who

were the best players. "Charley" Barrett,
of Cornell, was practically tbe unanimous
choice of all the experts who selected All-
.Star teams for the quarter back position.
"Eddie" Mahan, of Harvard, was equally
popular for the half back post, and these
two stood out above all the others.
In the West Minnesota and Illinois were >

even as far as tho championship of their
section was concerned but out on the Pa-
cific coast the Washington University
team and the Oregon "Aggies" showed
class enough to be considered among tho i
best in the country on the gridiron. M
Tho playing season was singularly free II

from fatal accidents, and not one could beJ!counted up to a major team. This goes to
.hnu (hat »h® rule mtkAra arc

GOLF. f
In tho world of golf the past season has

been In a way reminiscent of 1913, the yearIn which Francis Qui mot, the Massa¬
chusetts player, startled everybody by de¬
feating tho British professional pair,Harry Vardon and Edward Ilay, in the
play-off for the open championship, at
Urookiine, Mass. The open title Is ©nco
again in the hands of an amateur, but this
time the holder la not Mr. Oulmct, but
Jerome D. Travers, of Upper Montclalr,N. J., who for years has been tho fore¬
most figure in American amateur nolf.Four times has Travers held the amateur
crown, and although he was not successfulin landing it this year, he nevertheless isthe golfer of the year. It was at BaltusrolOolf Club links that Mr. Travera won the
open championship from a field that suf¬fered by comparison with that which teedup at Brookllne only because of the ab¬sence of Ray and Vardon. All the otherAmerican stars were on hand, and in addi¬tion there wore Wilfrid Held, of Englandand Louis Telller, of Prance, a pair whoplayed at Brookllne, and a large numberof new arrivals from tho other side of theAtlantic Ocean. Mr. Travers made thoseventy-two holes of medal play in l>7strokes, winning by one stroke from"Tom" McNamara, the Boston profes¬sional.
The open championship was held wellIn advance of the amateur tournamentiind in tho Interval Mr. Travers had time

to centre his thoughts and ambitions onthe double crown, which no American
golfer has as yet been able to win. Mr.
Travers also failed of his quest, as in the
umateur championship, on the links of the
Country Club of Detroit, he went only a
little way when he fell before Maxwell R.
Marston, of Baltusrol, N. J., holder of the
New Jersey State Oolf Association cham-

run the title went to Robert A. <
of Hinsdale, 111., who won It *UkMr. Gardner defoated John G. Aof Slwanoy Country Olub. MountN. Y.. the old Massachusetts Chantho thirty-six hole final by & upPlay.
Charles Evans, Jr., la again theamateur champion, which scarcelyprising, aa .'Chick" atlll atanda .other amateur golfers In the WeIn the metropolitan amateur chship Walter J. Travis, the Gard

veteran, has once again demonstrahe atlll la good enough for thiplayera in a short tournament. 1son of 1916, however, marked tlwhere tho one-time lnternatlonhnMor .¦*


